CHARLES GOLDSBOROUGH, ESQUIRE, GOVERNOR. 1818.

CHAP, CLIIL enapr. 153
dn Act to prohibit the obstruction of the navigaiion in Forcester and vt
Somerset Counties. Lib. 'VII. No. 6, fol. 362 Passcd Feb 10 1815

1. Be 11 ENACTED, by the General Asscmbly of Maryland, That  Noulawtut o v
from and after the first day of May next, it shall not be tawfal to esawens o b
unload and throw out the baliast of any boat, or vessel, in the na- sruLt paviREhet
vigable rivers and crecks in Worcester o Scinerset counties, or to
make or keep any wears or hedges in said rivers and creeks, 80 as
thereby the navigation thereof may be obstructed or injured.

2. AND BE IT ENACTED, That every person who shall alter the Penalt for o do-
said first day of May next, be found guilty of throwing out the
pallast of any boat or vessel, in any ol the navigable rivers or
creeks in Worcester and Somerset countics, in such manner as may
obstruct or tend to injure the navigaticn thereof, or prevent boats
and vessels from lying along side oF the whavfs, or who shall be
found kecping or making any wears o¥ hedges in the chanuels of
said rivers or creeks, G as to obstruct the navigation, or who shall
in any manner be found throwing stonus, shells, g avel, or other
things, into said rivers and crecks, so thut the navigation way be
obstructed or injured, contrary to the true intent and micaning of
this act, every porson so offending shall forfeit and pay a sum, at
the discretion of a justice of the pewce, not exceeding fifty dollars
for every such offuce, one hall to be given to the informer, and the
other half to be paid to the levy courts of the county wiere the
offence was comiuitteds to be by them appiied to the use of the
county.

5. AND BE vr ENAcTED, That all fines and forfeitures incurred Fines, how o b
under this aci, shall be vecovered in the nume of the siate before a @
justice of the peace, in the same manncr that small debts are re-
coverable, unless such fine shall exceed fifly dollars.

4. AxD BE 17 ENACTED, That it shall be the duty of every jus- Justice to i
tice of the peace in said counties, whenever he shall Lave know- :%f"-v‘“\;}ij‘f;:‘:‘_‘f-
ledge, or shall be credibly informed, of any viclation of this act, onser
{0 issue a warrant in the name of the state against the offender or
person Chm'gcd, divected to some constuble, and on the return of
such warrant, and the appeavance of the priron Charged, any jus-
tice of the peace in said counties may hear and determine the mat-
ter as he may deem just and right, and may enter judgment for
any fine, with costs, and issue execution for the same.

5. AND BE 1T ENACTED, That any justice of the peace may Ie- Justice w reecive
ceive any fine and costs which he hath laid in pursuance of this i
act, and he shall account for the same to the levy court of the coun- Wesme
ty within six months thercafter, under the penalty of two hundred
dollars, except thie costs, and such part thereof, as the informer
may be entitled to, which costs, and part of such fine, shall be paid
to the persons enfitled thercto.

6. Axp BRE IT ENACTED, That no informer shall be entitled to

Junfurmer not €

any part of any fine unless the offence charged shall have been et 4% pait

ot fuze, unless &

proved by a disinterested witness, but in such case the whole fine
shall be paid to thelevy court for the use nf the county.

7. AND BE I'T ENACTED, That it =il be the duty of =
sons owning, commanding, or having charge of any boat o
while such boat or vessel may bein citho of «2id coun

charge and command all persons belapging fo. ov engaged e o




